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 Town of West Bridgewater 

CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

MacDonald - Brown Conference Room, Town Hall 

65 North Main Street  

 

15 October 2019 

 Minutes 

 

6:30 PM        Chairman Tim Hay (TH)  called the meeting to order with Commissioners Lee Anderson (LA), 

Steve Winters (SW), Ryan Byrnes (RB), and Alternate Paula Bethoney present.  Meeting notes were taken by 

Agent John DeLano (JD)  for Secretary Doherty to transcribe.  The public attending this meeting used the sign - in 

sheet; the meeting was videoed for later cable release.  

 

▪ SW/RB  motioned and seconded to approve the Minutes for 17 September 2019  as printed,  so voted.  

 

New public hearings: 

29 / 31 Maolis Avenue:  Notice of Intent (SE 328 -774) Collins Engineering / John Tupper,  to upgrade an 

existing  septic system to a single family home located within the buffer zone of a Bordering Vegetated Wetland  

Note: the same plan submitted for the NOI was used at the Public Hearing. 

 

Consultant Peter Lyons  from Collins Engineering Group presented the green abutter notification cards.  All work 

is in the existing yard of the house.   TH asked  what type of system was there now,  Lyons answered one leaching 

pit.  Abutter Michael  Brueck of 39 Maolis Ave was concerned about runoff onto his property.  Lyons and JD 

suggested that a swale be created between the new system and Mr. Brueck's property line.  

Agent  DeLano  recommended  that the commission close the public hearing,  grant the 50' waiver, and issue a 

standard Order of Conditions  (OOC) for a septic repair with the additional requirement  that the swale be drawn 

on a revised plan and submitted before the OOCs are released.  

 ▪ SW/RB motioned to close the PH, so voted.  

▪ SW/RB motioned to grant the waiver on the work within the 50' buffer, so voted.  

▪ SW/RB motioned to issue a standard Septic Repair OOC  and add the condition regarding the swale, so voted.   

 

 

31 / 45 Pleasant Street:  General Stormwater Management (GSWM) Permit  /  Silva Engineering / Edward Doyle, 

to  review his proposal for a commercial storage yard with parking lot and associated grading . 

 Note: the same plan submitted for the GSWM Permit was used at the Public Hearing.   

 

Submitting green abutter notification cards,  Engineer  Larry Silva discussed the site plan and how he has 

complied with the general stormwater management requirements. The commissioners had no concerns;  Agent 

DeLano suggested conditional approval,  requiring that the future buildings shown on the plan are to be connected 
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to roof drains, and also conditional approval for the permit by specifying that a dedicated construction entrance be 

built off Pleasant St.  He recommended closing the PH and issuing a General Stormwater Management Permit.  

▪ SW/RB motioned to close the PH, so voted.  

▪ SW/RB  motioned to issue a GSMP permit with the above noted special conditions, so voted.   

   

 

 

69 Sunset Ave Extension:  Notice of Intent / General Stormwater Management Permit (SE 328 - 775) Silva 

Engineering / Riverbend Development to construct a septic system with associated grading within the buffer zone 

to a previously approved wetland line. Note: the same plan submitted for the NOI & GSWP was used at the PH.  

 

Engineer  Larry Silva presented the project after turning in the green cards.  He discussed the site plan and how he 

has complied with the general requirement of the wetland regulations and the stormwater management 

requirements.  The Commission had no specific concerns. JD suggested that the location of conservation posts 

with wetland tags can be included in the OOC.  He suggested that silt sacs be placed in the catch basins in Sunset 

Avenue Extension, and  suggested a that a dedicated construction entrance to be shown on the plan.  The plan 

needs to be revised. JD recommended closing the PH,  issuing an OOC, and issuing the GSMP.   

▪ SW/RB motioned to close the PH, so voted.  

▪ SW/RB motioned to issue an  OOC, so voted.  

▪ SW/RB motioned to issue the GSMP, so voted.    

 

 

71 Sunset Ave Extension:  Notice of Intent  / General Stormwater Management Permit  (SE 328 - 776) Silva 

Engineering  / Riverbend Development, to construct a septic system with associated grading within the buffer 

zone to a previously approved wetland line;  the same plan submitted for the NOI & GSWP was used at the PH.   

 

Engineer Larry Silva submitted the green abutter notification cards and discussed the site plan, noting that he has 

complied with the general requirement of the wetland regulations and the stormwater management requirements.  

Commissioner  LA suggested that wetland tags be placed along the 50' buffer.  JD said that the location of these 

conservation posts with WL markers can be included in the OOC.  He also requested that silt sacs be placed in the 

Sunset Avenue Extension catch basins  and that a dedicated construction entrance to be shown on the plan.  These 

plans need to be revised.   The Agent recommended that the commission close the PH,  issue an OOC,  and issue 

a GSMP. 

▪ SW/RB motioned to close the public hearing, so voted.    

▪ SW/RB motioned to issue an Order of Conditions , so voted. 

▪ SW/RB motioned to issue a General Stormwater Management Permit, so voted.   

      

 

Other:  

 

333 South Elm Street;  Certificate of Compliance SE 328 - 736; Koska / Charlie Macy;  this lot was also known as  

373 South Elm Street before being subdivided.  

▪SW/RB motioned to issue a Certificate of Compliance without a bond, unanimous vote. 
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Administrative discussions:  

10 Turnpike Street;  Request for Certificate of Compliance ( SE 328 - 439); Harvey Industries; the agent and the 

commission had no concerns regarding this request. 

▪ SW/RB  motioned to issue a Certificate of Compliance without a bond, so voted. 

 

East Center Street - Accept Gift of Land From The Turn at River Bend, LLC ; Agent DeLano explained that town- 

ownership of this parcel would correct some things such as the municipal golf course septic system being on the 

private land of the donor.  In addition, the wet meadow on this property has a diverse plant community that would 

be interesting for study, once a path, viewing platform,  or boardwalk is installed. As the commissioners had no 

further questions, JD recommended that they vote to have chairman sign the deed to accept the Gift of Land from 

The Turn at River Bend, LLC. 

▪SW / RB motioned to have Chairman Hay sign the deed to accept Gift of Land From The Turn at River Bend, LLC,  

so voted.  

 

 

204 River Street - Pratt's Landing Eagle Scout Fire Pit project:   

Eagle Scout candidate Adam Vinskus outlined his proposal to construct a fire pit area,  and to build benches 

similar to the one at Holmes Hill,  with some improvements on the design.  TH asked what his  proposed time 

frame was;  Adam said 1½ years. JD noted that this was a chance to add some sought - after amenities to the 

Pratt's Landing property and recommended approval of the project. 

▪RB / SW motioned to approve this project, so voted.   

 

204 River Street - Pratt's Landing $4000 NRTB Grant Discussion;  

 JD gave a brief history regarding the receipt of this River Access Improvement Grant through the nonprofit  NRTB / 

Nunckatessett Greenway Collaborative  &  the Wild & Scenic Taunton River Stewardship Council,  and how various 

activities completed  at Pratt's Landing were accomplished through donated services,  thus the grant award needed to be 

returned.   JD noted that the grant could be repurposed and made available by the Grantmaker  to the Eagle Scout who 

has a commission - approved project to construct a public canoe / kayak launch area at Pratt's Landing.   The Eagle 

Scout would need to apply directly to the Wild & Scenic Taunton River Stewardship Council as soon as possible.  JD 

recommended that the grant award of $4,000 be returned to the Wild & Scenic Taunton River Stewardship Council. 

▪SW/RB motioned  to sign the accounts payable warrant to return the  $4,000 grant award, so voted.  

    

Off Samuel Ave  - Brian Dunn, Informal briefing; Mr. Dunn has requested that this discussion be rescheduled. 

 

 

  

245 South Street - Unpermitted activity within 100' of a BVW:   

 Property owner Patrick Galligan and Agent DeLano brought this matter before the commission. Chairman Hay  

recused himself due to being related to the abutter.  JD reported that he had received an anonymous complaint 

about a heavy equipment operation in the backyard of the subject property.  At a site inspection with the owner,  

JD saw debris and dirt pushed into the wetland behind the owner' s rear property line.  Mr.  Galligan summarized 

his property history and the tree fall that has occurred from the abutter's land.  He said he was just pushing the 

debris back onto the abutter's land.  JD noted that Mr. Galligan pushed the debris onto a wetland.  Mr. Galligan 

blamed the previous property owner,  acknowledging that he dumps his grass clippings there just like the previous 

owner did.   LA said that the fertilizers, herbicides and insecticides contained in the lawn clippings harm the 
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wetland, and suggested that the abutters be invited to the next meeting.  JD said that the activity was done without 

a permit and recommended a restoration order. 

▪SW/RB motioned to continue the discussion at the next meeting on 5 November 2019 ,  so voted . 

 

426 East Center Street -Sludge Dumping  update 

Agent DeLano  has the Administrative  Warrant Application (AWA) drawn up and ready to go,  but as a means to 

keep  the matter out of court,   sent one last letter to the owner  requesting to meet at the site for an inspection.  If 

he receives no response  to this letter,  he will submit the AWA  to the court.   No commission action is needed;  

this report is informational.    

 

55 Crescent Street - Revised Conservation Easement  

Agent DeLano reported that he has  met with the 55 Crescent Street property owners and they have signed the 

Amended Conservation Easement (CE).  It is now ready for the Conservation Commission's chairman's signature.  

▪SW/RB motioned to have Chairman Hay sign the amended CE, so voted  

 

 

Sign documents: 

The commission signed the W.B. Mason warrant ,  the TRSC warrant,  two Certificates of Compliance  and three 

Orders of Conditions.  Chairman Hay  signed the Land Gift Deed and the Amended CE document.  

 

Agent's Report -   Conservation Agent John DeLano gave an oral report this evening.  

 

 

▪SW/RB motioned to adjourn at 8:03 PM,  so voted.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kitty Doherty, Secretary 

Minutes approved on 5 November 2019  
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